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A new opportunity 
and a new era
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Main Design Concepts

• No automatic irrigation.  Hand watering in extreme dry periods 
only.  ‘Climate-Change Adapted’

• Diverse, naturalistic plantings, as a contrast (and complement) 
to the extreme architecture

• Dramatic Flowering impact from spring to autumn with ‘waves 
of colour’ erupting across the whole site

• Use of evergreen perennials, seedheads and strong forms for 
winter interest

• Overwhelming, immersive experience of being in nature
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Source: International Green Roofs Association



Steppe Grasslands

Adapted to very exposed conditions, very low rainfall, dry summers, cold winters, 
thin soils.  Grassy matrix with bulbs (e.g Tulipa) and perennials
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Some simple principles

• Up to 20 species in a mix

• 9-11 plants per square metre

• Clump-forming species rather than spreaders

• Use limited soil fertility

• Have more later-flowering species, fewer early flowering 
species

• Short-lived quick flowering species vs longer-term slower 
developing species
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